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the Spring and Autumn Annals^ and of the Analects. Before
the end of the dynasty, all the classics were incised on
marble slabs, to protect them from further catastrophe or
change. For the recovered copies of the Analects were
found to differ in certain points, and the fixing of the
canon was done by Imperial command. This is one reason
for the Chinese regard for the Han: another is their success
in war. They paid the bills by a poll-tax: and by a uni-
form levy of five per cent, on all property.
The most noteworthy of the Han emperors in this field
is Wu-ti, who came on the stage in 140 b.c. as sixth
emperor, and reigned fifty-four years. For more than half
of this time he was at war, driving back the Huns of the
north-west, conquering Turkistan, and pushing the fron-
tiers of China as far as Parthia. He also annexed the
northern part of Korea and reconquered the southern
kingdom of Yueh, which had revolted. He completed
the colonization of Kan-su and Manchuria, and acquired
immense new territories.
But he also sent embassies of peace to many neighbours,
and showed a scientific spirit of investigation. At his
command the great explorer Chang Ch'ien (whose Odyssev
from 138 to 125 b.c. is full of adventure and of marvey
penetrated the Tarim basin, and determined the routes to
India by Khotan and Kabul, and so to the sea* He thus
opened up trade with the West, and an embassy from
Marcus Antoninus is said to have come to China towards
the end of the dynasty. Certainly the Romans delighted
in her silks, and knew her people as the Seres or silk-folk.
Throughout this era Persian influence was increasingly
felt, and Greek medicine introduced. Pills, powders, and
poultices were made, and a Chinese materia medic* com-
piled. Greek geography, too, made itself felt: a third
century map ofChina being made in squares representing
Definite areas, after the Greek manner.
Chang Ch'ien seems to have acquired other important
knowledge such as that of the sources of die Yangtse,
and of the customs of the frontiersmen; he also brought

